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Comments on Statement of Reason for Allowance 

Dear Sir: 

Applicant acknowledges the Notice of Allowance mailed August 31, 2005. While the 
Examiner's comments attached as the Examiner's Amendment are accurate, Applicant is 
compelled to clarify several issues on the record. 

Initially, the Notice of Allowance was mistakenly mailed to the prior attorney of record 
and was therefore delayed in reaching undersigned counsel. Enclosed herewith is a copy of the 
executed Revocation and Appointment of Power of Attorney as previously transmitted to the 
Examiner via facsimile oh August 8, 2005. Please forward all future correspondence regarding 
this matter to undersigned counsel. 
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July 28, 2005 Telecon: 

In response to Applicant's Response To First Office Action mailed May 19, 2005, the 
Examiner and undersigned counsel had a telecon on July 28, 2005. The Examiner agreed with 
Applicant's comments in the Response and was agreeable to removing all outstanding rejections. 
However, the formality of entering the Preliminary Amendment and withdrawing the claims 
presented therein needed to be addressed. 

Accordingly, the Examiner suggested that upon entering the Preliminary Amendment, 
which deleted claims 1 through 32 and entered claims 33 through 64, the Examiner would 
through Examiner's Amendment cancel claims 33 through 64 and add previously presented 
claims 1 through 32 as new claims 65 through 96. Applicant agreed upon the understanding that 
claims 65-96 would be treated as originally filed under the Festo Doctrine and would not be 
subject to prosecution history estoppel as amended for which the Examiner concurred. 

The Examiner further stated that a reply to the interview summary was not necessary due 
to the fact that the teleconference was not being conducted as a request for reconsideration but 
merely directed toward the Examiner's suggestion regarding the expeditious entering of the 
previously overlooked Preliminary Amendment. 

July 29, 2005 Telecon: 

The Examiner called to further discuss the term "operatively connected". While the 
arguments of Applicant's Response were persuasive, the Examiner requested that Applicant 
provide some additional clarification regarding the term. Applicant agreed to include the term 
flexible member and the final limitation of claim 65 as suggested by the Examiner to further 
describe the operative connection. 
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While it is unclear whether a Response to the Interview Summary is necessary for the 
July 29, 2005 telecon, Applicant herein provides the above. Further, Applicant is providing this 
Response as soon as possible in light of the mailing delay discuss above. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Robert H. Earp, III * 
Reg. No. 41,004 
McDonald Hopkins Co., LPA 
2100 Bank One Center 
600 Superior Avenue, E. 
Cleveland, OH 441 14-2653 
(216) 430-2003 



Date: 10 If flJx>^ 
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